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ABSTRACT

E-learning has been adapted for widespread application in language education. The
role of technology is not as an optional tool but required element in learning and
teaching; therefore, the evaluation of educational software and websites has become
more important. However, studies in the past years were focused on developing
e-learning tools for mainstream languages such as English, French or Chinese.
Endangered or less commonly taught languages received minor attention. The attempt
of this study was to develop a website—the Yami language learning center for the
endangered language, through the evaluation of students’ perceptions. Also, the
research sought to collect the learning needs from different directions to promote and
further develop the site. This paper was divided into three stages. (1) In the first stage,
two male and five female graduate students were the initial users of the site. The
results explored the cultural information that was expected to be provided in the
website before they used it. In addition, pictures which heightened the users’
attraction were included. Practice exercises were required the most among the users
because they could use it effectively to assist their learning. Before the second stage,
the feedback from the users’ opinions of the first stage were answered and put in
action. The site was more developed and more complete than in the previous stage. (2)
During this stage, the site was introduced to native speakers of the Yami language.
The quantitative inquiry found the website received positive feedback from 116 junior
high school students. Furthermore, the second and third grade students showed higher
interest in using the website. In the qualitative design, five of these students were
invited to use all the functions on the website. The results firstly showed the
participants hoped the site would add practice section on word meaning and spelling.
Moreover, the students would like to practice speaking skills, so they anticipated the
section of “Demonstrate” would produce sound tracks in coordination with the text
reading. Finally, the native speaker users expressed the sentiment that the existence of
the Yami language learning center was meaningful for them in that they would never
forget their own language. (3) Finally, in the third stage, four students participated by
using the website to assist Yami learning. Especially, the site was viewed as requiring
a preview for the class. It found that students did not adjust to a top-down design but
preferred a bottom-up strategy to understand the language elements in a unit. Because
website evaluation is time-consuming, the results could not completely reflect the
needs of the students. However, it provides lots of useful comments for further
developing and fine-tuning the on-going e-learning project. The study suggests other
directions and target users for future studies of needs analysis.
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